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 Microplastics (MP) and nanoplastics (NP) are not recognised as traditional waste in the waste hierarchy and are not currently covered by any EU legislation. However, the increasing use of plastics, including their production, recycling and end-of-life management is posing a major problem with regard to their environmental impacts. For example, while traditional plastics are a potentially persistent
problem for the environment, MPs and NPs are released into the aquatic environment from a number of diverse sources and have already been shown to impair the survival of planktonic species \[[@B1],[@B2]\]. They can also form aggregates and cause a range of other negative effects, including the suppression of phytoplankton growth \[[@B3]\]. MPs and NPs can pose risks to the biota not only
because of their size but also because of their chemical composition. Since a typical MP is not biodegradable, its release into the environment can cause an accumulation and build-up of particles in lakes and oceans. Similarly, since a typical NP is not biodegradable, it can remain in the environment for a long period of time. In response to these concerns, in May 2014, a group of researchers met in

Brussels, Belgium, to discuss a number of issues relevant to the environmental impacts of MPs and NPs. This meeting, the first since the release of the report by the Expert Panel on MP and NP, \[[@B4]\] aimed to: (1) develop a global inventory of MPs and NPs released into the environment; (2) assess the quantity of MPs and NPs available for removal by biodegradation and to assess what recovery
rates can be expected; and (3) provide some guidance on how to address the significant challenges in monitoring the levels of MPs and NPs released into the environment. The meeting was organised by members of the OECD's Environment Directorate (Directorates on Water, Marine and the Environment), who are currently conducting a review of biodegradable plastics. This working group was

organised to review the current understanding of biodegradable plastics as they move towards the development of an agreed 'concept of biodegradability', as well as the OECD guidance on biodegradable plastics (QBR 319/2014). The OECD is taking this approach because the existing guidance does not recognise biodegradable plastics as waste. This working group is therefore looking at the whole
lifecycle of biodegradable plastics and 82157476af
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